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MV LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 


Tun exertions of the gentlemen of the 
city of London in forming themſelves into 
military aſſociations, and the anxiety they 
ſhew of being made perfect in the military 
exerciſes, fully evince their public ſpirit, 
and prove that they only want proper di- 
rections and regulations to make them what 


they muſt wiſh to be, an efficient force to 
protect the metropolis. 


The neceſſity muſt be apparent of 
having theſe corps properly diſciplined, 
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that the end for which the aſſociations are 
formed be fully anſwered ; that 1s, to have 
an effective military force within yourſelves 


formed 1 in the ſhorteſt given time, a force 


on whoſe patriotiſm, valour, and diſci- 
pline, you may ſafely rely; and can call 
on with confidence at a moment's warning, 


It will be neceſſary, for this purpoſe, 
not only that the different corps of the 
city of London ſhould be united under 
one head, but alſo that their diſcipline 
ſhould be exactly alike. 1 ſay this, be- 
cauſe I am led to believe that ſcarcely any 
two corps are drilled in the ſame manner, 
but vary according to the caprice or ability 
of thoſe who direct them. The manual 
and platoon exerciſes they may all perform 
tolerably well: but as to manceuvre, it is, 
generally ſpeaking, out of the knowledge 
of thoſe who have the iuſtruction of the 
drill. Care ſhould be taken that all the 


ſu, 
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corps are drilled as nearly as poſſible, ac- 
cording to the rules and regulations of the 
army ; otherwiſe ſhould they at any time 
be called on to a& with the regular troops, 
they will only ſerve to encumber and 
embarraſs, inſtead of aiding and aſſiſting 


them. 


Each aſſociation ſhould be conſidered as 


part of one great whole, denominated as 
you pleaſe, battalion, legion, or brigade. 
Whoever has the chief command of this 


| body ſhould have a return made to him 


every Monday of the numbers of the dif- 


ferent corps who could be relied on to act 


on any emergency. A copy of this return 
ſhould be ſent to the Government. 


There is no one point that military 
people are more jealous of than rank. 


This ſhould be immediately ſettled among 


the officers; and above all, the rank of 


1 
the different corps ſhould be accurately 
and ſpeedily determined, otherwiſe great 
confuſion and fatal conſequences might 
enſue, 


Whenever an aſſociation meets on pa- 


rade, a roll ſhould be called, and the 
names of all abſentees, the number of 


days that each perſon has been abſent, as 


well as the cauſes of their abſence, care- 


fully marked down: the returns, ſigned | 
by the eldeſt officer on parade, ſhould be 
ſent to the commanding officer regularly 


every week. 


If any man leaves town for a night, he 


ſhould ſend word of it in writing to the 
orderly room belonging to his ward. On 

no account ſhould ſuch notice be neg- 
lected; otherwiſe you can never know 
what effective ſtrength you have at any 


time to reckon on. At this orderly room, 


- 
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one drummer and a private ſhould always 


If any diſturbance ſhould happen in the 
ward at night, the drum ſhould beat to 
arms in every part of the ward, and the 
men immediately aſſemble on the place of 
1 parade, and there wait for orders. 


If any nevelfity ſhould ariſe to call out 
| the whole force of the city, horſe as well 
as foot, one ſignal, and that a ſolemn one, 
ſhould be given—the quick and ſtrong 
tolling of the great bell of St. Paul's. 
At that terrific ſound the men ſhould fly 
to arms, aſſemble at their ſeveral parades, . | 
and then, if ordered, move on to the place 
of general rendezvous; each aſſociation to 
march through Ways, fixed on beforehand, 
| . to prevent falling into confuſion by mixing 
with other Corps in the obſcurity of the 


night, M 
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This, gentlemen, is the grand point to 
which you ſhould attend to exact an uni- 
formity of drill: it is ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
fary, that I will venture to aſſert, that 
unleſs ſome plan is adopted to regulate the 
diſcipline of the whole, that the gentle- 
men of the aſſociations will find that they 
are waſting their time and their money; | 
and that when they have learned to load 
and fire, they may reſt fatisfied, for be- 
vond that, in their preſent mode of drill- 
ing, they cannot advance, nor can ever act 
together with effect. I except, however, 
the Bank aſſociation, who are under the di- 
rection of that very excellent officer, Cap- 
| tain Reynolds, Aenne to the Bee. 
don Militia. 


To obviate this, I would beg to ſuggeſt 
the neceſſity of appointit.g ſome one perſon 
to ſuperintend, and be reſponſible for the 
drill and manceuvre of the whole, This 


ED 
perſon, I need not premiſe; ſhould be well 
qualified for the execution of ſo important 
a charge —he might be called Town Major, 
or Adjutant lie ſhould regulate the form 
of the drill in each ward; be reſponſible 
that the ſubordinate - people of the drill 
ſhould be competent to the diſcharge of 
their duty, and be obliged to regulate 
themſelves by his directions in all matters 
relative to the diſcipline of the corps. He 
ſhould daily inſpect the different drills; and 
inſtruct the officers, as well as the men, in 
| every part of their duty. When he ſaw 
it neceſſary, he ſhould join two or more 
aſſociations together; and ſo proceed till the 
whole were fit to be ſeen by any general 
officer. This Adjutant ſhould make out 
all the general returns, both monthly and 


weekly, for the inſpection of thoſe who 

may have the control over this military | 

power; he ſhould alſo faithfully report the 

progreſs made by each ward, and- whit 
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ſtate of forwardneſs each was in. By this 
a generous emulation would ariſe, produc- 
tive of the happieſt effects. The Adjutant 
ſhould not only, when the troops are 
aſſembled in one body, have them perfect 
maſters of the neceſſary maneuvres as laid 
down for the practice of the army, but he 
ſhould inſtru each corps ſeparately in the 
beſt mode of defending themſelves, whe- 
ther confined in a ſtreet, or obliged to act 
in a more open ſituation. 


It may be thought by many, that much 
preciſion in exerciſe is uſeful only for regu- 
lar troops; that for aſſociations, ſuch as 
thoſe of the city of London, ſtreet firing 
is enough, or, at leaſt, all that is neceſſary 
for them to be acquainted with. - 


But a moment's reflection muſt ſhew, 
that if there exiſts a reaſon for the gentle- 
men of the city of London to put them; 
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ſelves out of their uſual habits ſo much, to 


loſe that time, every moment of which is 


ſo precious to men of buſineſs—to ſay 


nothing of the expence attending all that 
they are now doing :—] ſay, if a reaſon at 
all exiſts that calls on them to do this, 
that reaſon muſt be a very ſtrong and ur- 
gent one indeed, The ſhorter the time, 
therefore, in which they gain a military 
knowledge and expertneſs 1 in the uſe of 
their arms, ought to be a very prime con- 


ſideration with them. 


When I lay ſuch a ſtreſs oh the neceſ- 


fity of diſcipline, I would not be under- 
ſtood to mean that diſcipline unfortunately 
practiſed on many parades to teaſe and vex 
the men with—no gentleman will appear 


under arms without being perfectly neat 


and clean in every part of his dreſs; but 


in what manner his hair 1 1s tied, can be of 


no very material conſequence, | If gentle. 
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frien have the wiſh to be dreſſed and cut 
out of feather like the regular ſoldiers, 
there can be no great harm in indulging 


ſuch a fancy. 


In my apprehenſion, however, their 


eloathing ſhould be long coats, ſuch as 


gentlemen uſually appear in,—of one colour 


indeed, but that colour certainly ay other 


than red. 


Their pride ſhould be to rival the ſol- 


| dier in diſcipline, rather than Foy: him | 


in dreſs. 


When I uſed the term diſcipline, I 


meant that which enables a few men 
coolly to meet and repel the attack of the 


multitude, whether actuated by a furious 
zeal, or made frantic by deſpair. Undiſ- 


ciplined valour, however numerous, if 
oppoſed by a few well-drilled men, ruſt 


E 

ſink in the apparently unequal conteſt. 
This is the point of diſcipline I ſhould wiſh 
to ſee the gefitlemen of the armed affoci- 
ations of the city of London arrive at, 
that each individual might feel in his own. 
| breaſt a proud conſciouſneſs that the hopes 
of thoſe would not be diſappointed wha 
looked up to him with confidence, as the 
protector of all that is dear to him as man 
— his liberty, his property, and his life. 


Fans the hondnr-is iy. 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your much obliged, and 
Faithful humble fervant, 


AN OFFICER. 


Auguft 1, 1598. 
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Tur WORDS of COMMAND, and a brief Explana- 
tion of the New Sword Exerciſe, - By Sholto Sorlie, ſerjeant 
major in the 5th (or Queen's own) regiment of Light Dra- 


goons, - Second edition. Price 1s. 


VARIETIES of LITERATURE, from Foreign Lite- 
rary Journals and original Manuſcripts, now firſt publiſhed'ig 
two large volumes, 8vo. 158. 2 


This is in many reſpects a very agreeable miſcellany. 
The undertaking is iro quia _ = probably 5 
repeated, as the German language is becoming every day more 
and more an object of attention in this country, and as it is 
well known that the German journals contain very inteteſting 
and important matter. This collection is completely a miſ- 
cellany, as the compiler and tranſlator appears to have had in 
general no object in view except that of placing before his 
readers an entertaining variety. It muſt, indeed, be a faſti- 
dious taſte, which may not, in its progreſs through theſe 
volumes, find ſome of the viands it approves.” ... 
GE d . 


 SELECTIONS from the moſt celebrated Foreign Journals, 

and other Periodical Publications; 2 vols. 8yo. 16s 
„ 'Thele Selections, made with jutgement, and tranſlated 
with fidelity, are on the ſame plan with that intereſting work 
the Varieties of Literature, Theſe two volumes of Selections 
conſiſt chiefly in the papers of profeſſor Meirert, which are 
various, inſtructive, learned, and condenſed ; in the account 
by 1 of the ſtate of commerce, art, and ſcience, in 
Tulſcany, which is well digeſted ; and in the hiſtoric diſſer- 
' tations concerning Ruſſia by Schloetger, whoſe erudition and 
good ſenſe are alike prominent)... 
RY in, Monibly Review, July 1798. 


IIFE of CATHARINE II. Empreſs of Ruſſia; an en- 
laarged Tranſlation from the French; by a Gentleman many 
years reſident at St. Peterſburg ; with ſeven Portraits. viz. 
1. Empreſs Catharine; 2. Peter III.; 3. Emperor Paul; 
4. Staniflaus, King of Poland; 5. Princeſs Daſchkoff; 
6. Prince Potemkin; 7. Prince Orloff; and a correct Map 
of the. Ruſſian Empire, 3 vols. price 1], 1s. 
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